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atic, which both aspired to dominate. But both were ex-
tremely jealous and suspicious of each other. Both had
sought secret support from Russia for the exclusion of the
other from all influence in Albania—Austria by Goluchow-
ski's exchange of notes with Muraview in 1897, and Italy
by the secret Racconigi Agreement of October, 1909, as has
been indicated above. These two jealous Powers differed,
however, as to the details of the desired Albanian princi-
pality. Austria wanted a completely independent Albania,
either under a native chieftain, or under some other ruler
whom Austria could more or less control and influence.
She hoped to find in a newly created Albania an ally against
Serbia on the east and a check upon Italy on the west.
Austria therefore desired that the new state be as strong
as possible, and that it should include Ipek, Djakovo, Dibra,
and Prizren, as well as Scutari and Janina, "An Albania
without Scutari, Janina, and Prizren, would be a body
without a heart and stomach." 158 An Albania of such size
and strength as Austria desired would deprive Serbia of part
of the fruits of her unexpected victories, and also tend to
check the dangerous "Greater Serbia" movement in the
future.
Italy, on the other hand, did not want too strong an
Albania, where Italy had political, commercial, and military
ambitions. Italy wanted to control the harbor of Valona,
build a railway across the mountains to Salonica, and check
the northern advance of Greek influence. In possession
of Brindisi on one shore of the Adriatic, and in control of
the Albanian coast on the other, Italy aspired virtually to
close up the Adriatic into an Italian lake. Italy was satis-
fied merely to have the Serbians shut out from the coast.
Rather than give Albania wide frontiers and a prince who
might be under Austrian influence, Italy preferred leaving
158 Report of an Austrian expert on Albania in January, 1913; Conrad,
III, 59.

